 “And now tell My servant David: Thus says the LORD of Hosts... and I will make thee a great name, like that of the great heroes of the earth.”
Samuel II  7:8
On Saturday I decided

that the time had come

to take the kids 

to the Old City of Jerusalem.

But because of reports of terror attacks 

and demonstrations there
This is the wall of the Old City.

we decided to go

for something less authentic,

but much safer.

here’s the Golden Dome!

Right, here’s the Golden Dome!

No, you can’t climb in, Noam.

00:00:59:22

-Where’s the Palace of David?

No one really knows.

Let’s go over there.

Dad, where’s the Tower of David?

-Over there. You see?

Did David build the tower?

00:01:14:20

     No. Actually the tower

has nothing to do with David.

Why?

-It was built many years later.

No one has really found proof

of the stories of David and Solomon.
I’m so tired.

Why do I always

have to ruin it for them?

I think he was a great king.
I bet David’s palace

was huge and made of gold.

He probably had a royal library.

 I bet the city was surrounded by walls,
trees, flowers and beautiful gardens.
And there were many houses

and castles.

I bet there was a flag on the palace
with the Star of David on it.

00:01:55:07

King David, the great leader

and the first to establish a country here,

who conquered Jerusalem and made it the place

that if we forget it, we'll forget our right hand,

and the forerunner of the one

we're all waiting for,

the Messiah, son of David.

That always seemed so clear to me

but now I can't even tell my kids

the stories about him properly,

and it's all the fault of Prof. Oded Lipschits

of Tel Aviv University.

00:02:22:08

We must examine the text 
upon which we reenact history.

From the first class

in the Jewish History Dept.
he destroyed everything I knew

up until then.

The biblical descriptions were written

by historiographs who served agendas,
who served ideologies,
and what they wrote
didn’t always reflect reality.

The kingdom of David and Solomon

doesn’t exist archeologically,

we have no proof of a big kingdom 
that served territories such as these.
We must find another way to recreate
the traditions about David and Solomon

and the “big” kingdom of Israel.

I couldn’t accept the fact

that all I got used to seeing

as historic truth

was no more than a story.

And I’m not the only one

who took it hard.

Other students like myself

argued with Lipschits’ staunch statements.

But he didn’t back down.

What confused me even more

was that everyone else talked about King David 

as a figure that really existed,
our first political leader.

00:03:26:04  
Ladies and Gentlemen,
3,000 years ago,

King David reigned over the Jewish state

in our eternal capital – Jerusalem.

I say that to all those who proclaim

that the Jewish state

has no roots in our region

and that it will soon disappear.

The people of Israel live on

and the Jewish state will live forever.
00:04:01:16

For years I couldn't understand

the discrepancy

between what I learned in university

and what I heard around me.

Now that my kids are hearing these stories too,

I decided I had to find out the truth.

00:04:13:00
Prof. Oded Lipschits

Archeologist and historian, Tel Aviv University
is the historicle truth of the stories
that you tell your children 

so important to you?

When you read Hans Christian Andersen

Or Aesop’s Fables to them

Is it important to you 

that they will be historically precise?

But this is not just any story.

-That’s true.

This is King David we’re talking about.

-That’s true.

In the course you attended

a few years ago

I conveyed my opinion.

There is a camp that views the Bible
more conservatively

and interprets the archeological findings

in light of the conservative 
interpretation of the Bible.

Then there’s the camp

that is much more critical 

in its approach

to the biblical texts,

but you’re an adult, a father,

go see the archeological data yourself,

meet with archeologists, 
with Bible researchers,

read the texts 
and find your own truth in them.

00:05:06:14   Long Live King David
00:05:13:00 A film by Ido & Zand & Yael Leibovitz
00:05:22:18 “And Hiram King of Tzor sent messengers to David”

 “Along with cedar logs and carpenters

and stonemasons,

“and they built a palace for David.”

The palace is here, the Tabernacle there,

later Solomon built the Temple up there...

King David lived here
And from here he ruled the whole kingdom.

King David rules over
A tremendous Kingdome

00:05:44:21 
 Three times the size

of the State of Israel today.

These aren’t folk tales

This is our Bible, our culture,

And this story takes place

Here in the City of David

So I went up to Jerusalem,

where it all began.

From here in the City of David at the foot of

the Temple Mount, ancient Jerusalem began to grow.

It's believed that from here

David ruled his kingdom,

which is why over the years

dozens of scholars, clergymen

and archeology nuts came here to find remains 

of the splendid buildings that David and his son Solomon built,

the buildings mentioned time and again

in the Bible.

00:06:16:18
"And David dwelt in the stronghold, 

and called it the city of David"

Samuel II:5

"And David built round about from Millo and inward"

Samuel II:5

"And the house which king Solomon 

built for the LORD, 

the length thereof was threescore cubits"

Samuel I:6  

"Solomon had threescore and ten thousand that 
bore burdens, and fourscore thousand that were 
hewers in the mountains"

Kings I:5

The Western Wall Excavations

began just after the Six-Day War
when Jerusalem was united.

It was clearly a very important mission,
very challenging, and the Israel Exploration

Society appointed my grandfather to do it 

and he was the head of the delegation.

He deemed the Western Wall excavations 

the highlight of archeological endeavors.

The excitement over the search for the past

wasn't limited to archeologists.

Everyone wanted to touch the ancient stones

which became ours again after 3,000 years.

Because of this, the burden placed

on Prof. Mazar's shoulders was tremendous.

He was sent to find the remnants

of the ancient Hebrew kingdom on everyone's behalf.

I met his granddaughter Dr. Eilat Mazar, 

herself an archeologist.

Dr. Eilat Mazar, Archeologist, the Hebrew University, Jerusalem
00:07:38:03
This was my grandfather's room,

we worked here together for ten years,

he sat here and I sat on the side 

and we worked.
It remained the same.

Here you can see me and my husband 

when we were excavating the City of David
and here's my grandfather and I

excavating the Ophel.

My grandfather's delegation,

here you can see my mother

who was the delegation's secretary

for seven years.

So your whole family...

-Yes, it's contagious,

we all caught the bug. 
Here, for instance, is my sister,

she's also an Archeology graduate

and we work together.

Just like any kid who goes

to his parents' workplace sometimes

to pass the time during summer vacation,

we went to digs.

It was hard, we were little,

it wasn't easy,

but it was fun.

It felt... Excavating the base,

the southwestern corner of the Western Wall,

As a child, it made a huge impression on me.

For 10 years Prof. Mazar supervised 

vast excavations on the Temple Mount.
He uncovered findings from the Roman, 

Hellenistic, Byzantine eras and more.

But from the 10th century AD, 

the days of David and his son Solomon,
he found nothing.
I went to the library.

The Bible says
that the kingdom of David spanned

from the Euphrates River in the north

to Egypt in the south.

It included the eastern side

of the Jordan river.

But besides the Bible, I didn't find a single 

historical source that mentions the kingdom,

unlike other kingdoms of the same era.
Furthermore, not even in Jerusalem,

which has been excavated endlessly,

have any remnants of David's empire

been found.

Could such a magnificent kingdom

have vanished without a trace?
In this case, too, things get simpler 

when you leave Jerusalem.

 00:09:32:21
It all began with a short passage

in the First Book of Kings, Chapter 9,

00:09:34:16
Prof. Yigael Yadin

Archeologist, politician and the second IDF Chief of Staff
which I'll read to you now.

"This is the account of the levy which King

Solomon raised to build the House of the Lord,

"his own house, Millo, the wall of Jerusalem,

Hatzor, Megiddo and Gezer."
Somewhere back in the '60s

Yigael Yadin, Independence War hero,

archeologist and local Indiana Jones figure,

went to Megiddo in the north.

There he uncovered the remnants of a majestic city

with palaces and massive fortifications.

Finally, we could see the remnants

of the great kingdom.

00:10:10:16

Tel Megiddo, at the edge of the Jezreel Valley

I realized I had to get to Megiddo fast

and talk to the man now excavating it,

Prof. Israel Finkelstein.

Eran, come to Area Q,

I need you right away.

Here's something amazing.

But what do we do about it?

It'll take time to remove it properly

without ruining it.

Show him, charlie.

Wow...

-Yeah, it's amazing.

It's a bronze bowl and what looks like

a few daggers,

one may even have

an ivory handle.

Wow, that's beautiful.

-Yeah.

00:10:46:16

Amazing. I just got to Megiddo 

and witnessed a rare archeological find.

But Finkelstein wasn’t fazed.

I’m cold blooded 

when it comes to findings.
So much so that sometimes I feel awkward

in front of my students.
I’m at the dig, they call me over excitedly 

to see what they found,

they show me a finding

and I pretend to be thrilled

even though I’m saying to myself,

this is a disaster,

now I have to draw and photograph it
and it will cost tons of money...

The beautiful items

are not always that interesting.

Because the interesting things
are the procedural things. 
I consider myself a historian

that delves in archeology,

I recreate history

and my medium is archeology.

 Finkelstein is a skeptic. 
and the tour he gives me of Megiddo

is nothing like what I expected.
00:11:40:00
Prof. Israel Finkelstein

Archeologist, Tel Aviv University

This is the gate that Yadin suggested

should be attributed to King Solomon.

In my opinion, even in Yadin's day they 

should have seen that things

and even then there were those who said

that this was from a later era.

Now it's absolutely clear.

We have carbon-14 dating

that places this world in the 9th century

BCE, some 200 years after Solomon.

When we place this gate

in the 8th century

and we place the palaces

in the 9th century

we remove the basis

for a big, glorious kingdom.

And then the character changes 

of what we do have in the 10th century.
There never was a glorious

ancient Hebrew kingdom

that ruled all the territory

from Dan to Beersheba.

In the time of David and Solomon

most of the land was rural, with

no monumental construction,

no widespread knowledge of writing.

In the whole region from Jerusalem

south to the Beersheba valley

there were maybe 2,000 or 3,000 people,

and that's according to archeology,

archeology is the language I'm speaking.

We finally found Solomon's city

and along came Finkelstein and razed it to the ground.

And I wasn't the only one

who wasn't happy with the news.

The scholarly world was divided between those who

agreed with him and those who opposed him virulently.

It’s written in the Bible.

–Just listen.
-That’s where we differ.
This debate went beyond academia.
We’re with Prof. Finkelstein, 

the author of this book:
David and Solomon: Reality or Myth.

A fascinating book

Finkelstein's findings cast serious doubts

on the reliability of the Bible.

Archeologists in the past

relied of the Bible.

Good evening professor Finkelstein

Good evening.

It's not only a matter of going 

with a Bible in one hand

and a spade in the other hand, 

rushing to the field to find King David.

 Some people were very pleased

with Finkelstein’s findings.
Oded told his class

about a group of European researchers.

There is a strong group of researchers, 

albeit not big,

totally anti-Semitic, that’s clear,

who claim that the biblical descriptions

are fiction,

nothing of what is written happened,

and just as there was no Creation,

there was no King David, 

no Jeremiah the Prophet,

no Ezekiel, no Josiah, 

no destruction of the first Temple.
It’s not hard to guess 

which local researchers think as they do.

00:14:02:23

Prof. Hani Nur el Din

Archeologist, Al-Quds University

If you go back to history

you’ll find that David and Solomon 

didn’t exist at all.
If there were an empire

at the time of David and Solomon,

at least, at least a small mention
within Syria, within any places here,

you will find a small tablet

reclaiming that David was there

or Solomon was there or anyone.

In Aramaic, in Assyrian,

in Acadian, in any text.

They don’t have.

If we have historical evidence

the question can be solved.

We don’t have.

And the Old Testament is not

a historical text,

it’s written after the event.

That was too much for me.

If indeed there’s no evidence of David,

did he even exist?

Is it all a legend?
00:15:12:15

Tel Dan, Northern Israel

I came from the Israeli gate

and I descended on the diagonal
00:15:28:17

Gila Cook

Surveyor for the archeological delegation at Tel Dan

and all I wanted to do

was to put down my things

and start packing.

I got here and unloaded my tripod 
And all my equipment from my shoulder
and when I did that, I saw a rock.

So I kept unloading my stuff

and took a look

and I went like this and said: No, no.

I looked again and said:

I see the Hebrew letters “Kof” and “Mem.”

Oh my God!

Like this or the other way around?

-Like this.

They read the writing and...
they couldn’t believe it.      
They read it again.

And again.

“Yes, it’s true, this is a “d,”

this is an “a” “v,” “i,”, “d”
 “hous of David” – The house of David.

It was the first time

the words “hous of David” were found.

This is a stone that King Hazael erected
during one of his journeys 
to the Land of Israel

and here he says

that he killed the King of Israel,

and the King of the House of David.

It says on a stone

that he acknowledges the House of David!

If so, presumably there was a King David.

It’s very simple.

It’s so simple

that it’s mind boggling.

Well, here's proof,

an inscription dated to just a few decades

after David's time

calls the king of Judea

"a Davidic king,"

that is, a king of the Davidic dynasty.

After this inscription was found,

the scholars who claimed that David didn't exist

became no more than

a noisy minority.

Armed with a little more faith,

I returned to see what the City of David does offer.

Samuel II, chapter 5.
It says: “Then came all the tribes of Israel 

to David unto Hebron.”
Everybody comes and says, David,

they bow, they give him a crown, maybe,
and they say, David,

do you want to be our king?

What would he say? –Yes.

-Yeah, sure, why not?

You want me to be your king?

And then finally everybody can sing:

David, King... –Of Israel. 
Lives and endures.

If David were alive today,

Tzvi Goldwag would be his neighbor.

As a local he knows

every stone here.

 I came to the City of David as a guide

and I fell in love with the place.

At one point I decided to live here,

in the City of David.

It felt like home to me.
Do you know what these crevices are?

Tradition has it that these are the graves

of King David and his family.

If so, why don’t we see anything?

Because maybe they were here

but the Romans came,
our enemies who destroyed the Temple,

and excavated this mountain

so the graves are gone.

Every Saturday we study the Bible.
00:19:06:00
Tzvi Goldwag

Tour guide, the City of David

It feels so different,

studying the Bible where it all happened.

When we read about King David

who fled Absalom,

it says: David descends to the Kidron river.
Here’s the Kidron river

right at our feet.

My kids know exactly where it is.

The Bible is alive.
I connect to the spiritual side

of King David

and for me, 
David was undoubtedly here.

An archeologist may say, hold on, 
we never found the stone

or there may be a debate...

To me that’s irrelevant.

For many years people said

there was no King David

until the writing was found in Tel Dan.

So if we haven’t found it,

we haven’t searched well enough,

but we will find it.

So David’s calling card

and the ring of Solomon 
haven’t been found here yet,

but I saw in the City of David findings

that testify beyond a doubt

to the Jewish past of this site.

00:20:11:11

Shahar Shilo

VP Marketing, the City of David
Right behind me is the site

of the seal impressions

that contain names of biblical ministers.

Yehuchal Ben Shelamayahu 

Gmaryahu Ben Shafan,

Gedaliah Ben Pashchur.

These are the people mentioned

as leading ministers in Zedekiah’s cabinet.

It’s the days of the prophet Jeremiah,

the 6th century BC.

The tiniest finding from here

is congruent with Old Testament stories. 
00:20:38:19
Come closer.

Come in and come closer.

I'm gonna try and give you

a bit of context right now
because we're gonna go

right back to the beginning.

We're gonna go back 3,000 years

to the time of King David

and if you want to know

what this place looked like

in the time of David,

well, you could do no better than just

looking across the hillside right over here.

See the way the houses

are stacked down the hillside like this?

That's more or less what

houses looked like.

What's that sound?

It's the Muslim call to prayer

for afternoon prayers.

They pray five times a day,

more often than us

but for much shorter time.

Does anybody live here now?
It's a great question.

And the answer is, yes, absolutely,
people certainly live...

across the valley
is the village of Silwan

which is an Arab

or Palestinian village

but let's go back to David 

for a minute.

And I want to tell 

a story about David.

David would have lived in his palace more or

less in the spot where we're

more or less.
It's right next door

and you've never gone in?
00:21:50:15
Mahmoud Somrin

Lives next to the City of David archeological site

I tried to go in once

and they asked me:

"Where are you going?"

Meaning, keep out.

I don't care about what they found there,

I say this is my land.
The Sumrin family has been living in Silwan

for many years.

They built their home

during Jordanian rule,

before Israel occupied the land.
This is the land that they took,

that's me on the land.

Who would have thought that 

this land conceals an exciting find

You look like your father here.

That's Ali next to the henhouse.

Remember the henhouse? -Yes.

Ali was in a stroller.

We had plum trees and fig trees. 

We had chickens

We were collecting the eggs,

and bringing them home.

It all started in '91.

They claimed it was deserted property,

that the land and the house

were deserted property.

We presented our documents

in court

and they separated 

the house from the land.

Then they transferred the land to ELAD

(A Jewish settlement organization).

The story of ELAD,

which stands for

"To the City of David,"

began with a man named David

who, symbolically, is married to a

lovely woman

named Michal,

(King David's wife's name)

and you have to admit

that that's very symbolic,

and this dear man moved here

20 years ago,

made his home here,

and started a foundation

that deals with settlement and 

teaching the value of the Land of Israel.

From the moment it began

back in 1991 and to this day

there's been a big change,

a tremendous change for the better.

Now there are dozens of houses where

Jewish families live,

esthetically the village looks totally

different than it did 20 years ago,

and it's radiant and attractive

and inviting to half a million tourists a year 
No doubt ELAD does an excellent job.
In ‘97

after the government saw how they settled
dozens of Jewish families in the neighborhood,
it decided that ELAD can run 
the antiquities site better than them.

In an extraordinary move,

it turned management 
of the City of David national park

over to a private organization
with a political agenda. 

King David says, I need a neutral place

and he arrives here,
because here must rise the kingdom

that unites the people.

King David will establish his capital here
for all the tribes of Israel.

Here we will build the Temple,

right here!
00:25:10:22

In '91 the police came

in the middle of the night,
not the regular police,

a combat unit.

They built a fence all around

and closed off all the roads

so no one could help us.

We went out and shouted

but they didn't let us in.

My mother went mad.

She cried. They didn't care.

They made a human barrier.

They held onto each other like this

and closed off all the land,

except for...

They brought in settlers inside 
This is their office

These are the excavations.

You can see a little...
00:26:18:00

That's supposed to be

King David's palace.

That's what they say.

The archeologists have been looking

for David's palace.

A very important king,

you'd think would leave behind a big palace.

But as much as they excavated

in this small area

they were never able find a palace.

Where was it?

If this Bible is true, or has truth in it,

where's the palace?

A couple of years ago along came

an archeologist called Eilat

and she decided to look again

at the text.

"And David heard and he went down

to the fortress."

He went down,

he went down to the fortress.

That's interesting, she thinks:

Huh. All of the time we've been

looking for David's kingly palace

in this area where

we know the city was,

maybe we should look

outside the city walls.

I excavated with my grandfather

and we were always talking about

the location of David's palace.

But the idea came up bit by bit,

everyone added something,

and with my grandpa's input

we felt it was worth checking out.

And about a week and a half

after the excavation began,

at about 1.5 meters under the surface

we started to uncover the large structure,

the big walls, and a week later

we started to find the ancient pottery

that indicate the date of construction.

We have a monumental building. Yes or no?
Yes, we can see it. There's a 

six-meter-thick wall, it can't be denied.

It's at the hilltop. We found ivory,

seals with names in Hebrew,

not just one or two or three.

Some of the names on the seals

appear in the Bible.

Based on all the data we now have

we can confidently say

that chances are very good

that this building is the palace that the

Phoenicians built for David in Jerusalem.

More and more I find that the Bible

describes things as they really were.

Of course the human element

comes in too,

it'll never be absolutely precise.

On the other hand there's a factual

kernel that's generally pretty stable.

So, King David's palace

was found.

Those who claimed that

the kingdom was just a legend

based their claim on the fact that 

there were no relics from his

but maybe they just didn't look

in the right places.

L 00:29:05:19
Khirbet Qeiyafa, Ela Valley

160 years ago a French traveler

who visited Israel,
he already reported this place

as Khirbet Queiyafa.

And then the place was forgotten.

People who came and made surveys,

And all kinds of 

historical and geographic research,

completely overlooked it.

A few months after I began my search, 

another exciting finding was

that may finally put the debate to rest.
Here a new player enters my story,
Prof. Yossi Garfinkel 

from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.
I have a student

named Sahar Ganor

who works here as a supervisor

for the Antiquities Authority.

He noticed that this is a unique place 

and asked me to come look.

I stood on the cliff and saw that

this is a strategic location,

a very important geopolitical location,

I saw the tremendous

4, 5, 7, 8 ton stones,

it was obviously an important site,

00:29:50:07
Prof. Yosef Garfinkel 
Archeologist, the Hebrew University, Jerusalem 

and there was this click.
I have good intuition,

when I come to a place

I immediately know if it's good or bad.

I don't know, I connect with a place

and I know that it's worth excavating.

Hugo and Sanyop are here

so we can start with them.

You can work with Hugo.

Okay, Hugo? You have Anna-Marie.

This is Achiad, he will excavate here.

We excavated this site but based only

on the pottery we didn't know

if it's from the 8th, 9th or 10th century

and when we sent olive pits to 

Oxford University to be carbon-14 dated

we found out that this site is

3,000 years old, from King David's time.

00:30:47:06
Other than the striking fortifications,

Garfinkel uncovers a Hebrew inscription 
from the days of King David

and evidence 

of a strong regional administration.

All this in the heart

of the Ella Valley,

the site where, according to the Bible,
David defeated Goliath.

David's supporters definitely

win a point here.

Khirbet Queiyafa

provides the first archeological proof

that there were fortified cities in

David's time, in a style typical to Judea,

we have writings, we have trade with Cyprus

and other areas of Israel,

meaning that financially and militarily

this was an important city

and this is a real statement:

"Here, we're on the map."

Now it's clear that

this was a serious kingdom.

Garfinkel's findings sparked 

tremendous interest over the world.

Tell us, 

what’s the significance of this site?
It’s important because of its dating.
The dating of the city 

is from the time of David,
we sent olive pits to Oxford University 

and this was the result,
late 11th century BC.
I’m here, 

the story of David and Goliath is here,
they are from the same period.
Where are you from? –Spain.

-From Spain? How nice.

Just a moment.

Everybody wants to know something

about David.

He’s such a biblical hero

and he’s associated 

with the genealogy of Jesus,

so it’s important to Jews

and to Christians.

Okay, I want to show you now
what is a double city wall,

we’ll stand on the edge of the excavation

over there

and you can take good photographs of it.

As a matter of fact

I was a prehistorian all these years.

I was excavating sites

which were 8,000 years old

and 7,000 years old.

And you know we never have 

any press conference, no journalist care 
When I worked as a prehistorian

maybe 10 people were interested

and here every stone, every word, 
because it’s associated with the Bible
resonates with billions of people.

That’s extremely powerful.

But you probably guessed

who rained on this party...

00:32:48:08

He has a certain interpretation,

that the site is Judean

and connected with Jerusalem,

and that this means that,

and I have a different interpretation,

which is why it never knocked me off my seat,

it knocked a lot of people over,

one broke a leg, one broke an arm,

but it didn't knock me over. Why?

Because my seat is stable.

I asked them to bring me a chair

with an armrest so I don't...

if I start to fall

the armrest will stop me.

Game on!
Can you go over the other points,

why you think it's Judean?

So I have four aspects.

The first one is urban planning

that appears only in Judean sites,

not in Canaanite, not in Philistine

and not in the kingdom of Israel.

All of...

"All of" means 100%, right?

All of the fortifications of this type

known in Israel

are located north of Jerusalem in places that

didn't belong to Judea in the 10th century.

The animal bones.

We have thousands of animal bones,

cattle, sheep and goat.

No pork.

If you go east to Philistia, to Gat and Ekron,

up to 20% are pig bones.

If it were a mountain site

that belongs to northern Israel

there wouldn't be any pigs there either.

You want?

-I want!

I object to simplistic interpretations

that don't see the big picture

in every aspect of archeology.

We have un-iconic cult.

We have no human or animal representation.

No graven images.

If you go to Philistine temples,

even in the kingdom of Israel,

a lot of graven images.

What does that mean,

that they're monotheists?

In the 10th century BCE?

If that's so, he deserves a Nobel Prize.

If you ask me, there isn't a researcher in the

world today who thinks that true monotheism

began 500 or 600 years later.

I think it’s about ego.
It’s a primitive observation

of archeology.

People who built a name for themselves

on theories

and see their theories crumble

are in bad shape.
The bigger the ego,

the harder it is to admit the mistake.

So who’s right?

Behind each of these professors

there are researchers who back them up.

And me?

I just got more confused.

00:35:37:08   
Yoni?
Okay.

No one's coming.

Does it say 9:00 or 9:30?

Okay, that's life.

Okay... we'll talk. Bye.

This is the parking lot, right?

-Yes.

-Givati Parking Lot?

-Yes, yes.

Are you the guide?

-Are you here for the alternative tour?

Yes.

-That's us.

Are we the only ones?

-Yes, so far.

Of all the tour guides I met,

Gidon Sulimani really was something unique. 

Once a month he leads a tour showing things

other guides don't really talk about.

If you've heard about King David's palace

in the City of David,
this is the place. It was excavated by

Dr. Eilat Mazar from Hebrew U.

Her problem is, the walls she found

have no floor.

In archeology, in order to date

a structure, you need a floor

that follows the walls,

and based on that you can determine

the period when the building

was in use.

The walls that she found

don't have one.

Here we have an archeologist

who's taking very basic archeological data

00:36:58:13
Gideon Sulimani
Archeologist for the Emek Shaveh organization,

former director of the Antiquities Authority, Jerusalem Region

and giving it a very dramatic

political, public, archeological meaning.
And we must understand her motive.

But there's a question mark here.

-Right you are.
And behind the question mark

there is a story.

Word of the discovery of the palace

was made public very quickly

and a sign was erected
at the excavation site.

Many researchers claimed 
there’s not enough proof

to declare that this is the palace.

One of the more vehement researchers

was Finkelstein, of course.

In my opinion there are a few

different walls, some big,

I'm not sure they belong

to the same building.

They can't be from before

the 9th century BCE,

we can assume that

some of the walls were built later,

I don't see a palace,

certainly not a 10th-century palace,

certainly not David's palace.

So maybe I was too quick to be excited.
Finkelstein says that he visited the site,

met with the directors 
and voiced his claims.

Which ultimately convinced them

to change the sign.

00:38:06:00
King David's palace?

I don’t buy the question mark.

It pertains to the question 

that most interests them.
The big stone structure,
but there are a million other stories here too.
Over this were Roman layers

and Hellenist and Arab layers

that were removed,

and when the archeologist left

these are the remains

he chose to leave behind,

and that becomes the story.

If he left the Muslim house that was here, 

it would be a different story.
People leave this place

with a certain impression

about what the important story here is

and King David is used as a political weapon.
Welcome to the City of David,

we're here.

This is the Temple Mount,

the Western Wall,

the City of David.

I want to see Jeremiah's pit.

-Come, I'll show you.

Is this the pit?

-No, it's the entrance to the pit.

Can't it be opened?

-It's closed now. Some people fell in.

In a year we'll make it accessible,

you'll be able to go under

Is there a proof that King David

built his palace here?

Not far from here

they found signet rings

of the Judean king's ministers

who are named in the Bible,

so yeah,

I think it's pretty clear...

There's no real archeological proof

of King David's palace, is there?

Well, there is, I think, no question

that this is the site of David's capital, David's city,

and the Temple of the Jews

is right on top of us.

That gives you

some kind of indication

of the extent of attachment

of the Jewish people to this place.

00:39:50:23

 What do you think 

about the City of David and...
Unfortunately, you are always telling

the City of David.

Bring me one evidence

that this is the site of the City of David

and then I will tell you

that this is the City of David!

It’s not the City of David!

This is the site of Silwan!

We want to fix up that site of Silwan.

Then when you have the proof,

you can say and you can put signs

that this is the City of David.

It’s not the City of David!

Give me proof

that this is the City of David.

You should give me proof!

Not... our proof.

Our proof exists.

Before the City of David

people are existing here.

As much as I wanted to focus
on my search for David,

once again politics intervened.

Silwan is one of the largest 
Arab neighborhoods in East Jerusalem.

It’s populated by tens of thousands 
of Arabs and several hundred Jews.

The war here

is not only over the site’s past,

but over its present.

We’re in the City of David,

formerly known as Silwan.

Last night many dozens of houses

were populated

00:41:25:20

From Minister Naftali Bennett's YouTube channel

and they almost doubled

the number of Jewish families

in the City of David.

Now this entire area of the City of David

which is south of the Western Wall

has an Israeli majority 

and this means that the City of David

will remain forever 
in the hands of the State of Israel.

This is a historic moment

and we’re very happy.

I suggest everyone visit the City of David
during the upcoming holidays

and see where it all began.

00:41:54:05

Silwan, Jerusalem

So I decided not to visit

the City of David with my kids
during the upcoming holidays either.

By the way,

the settlement enterprise

that Bennett was talking about

was organized by ELAD,

the organization that also manages

the City of David site.

As a result, violent riots broke out

in Silwan

that spread to other areas in Jerusalem.

When things calmed down,

I got up the courage and joined Gidon Sulimani,

who took me around the neighborhood.
I think they entered these houses. 

-That’s Mahmoud’s house.
The white one? –Yes.

They were brand new.
-Those two houses over there.

You put a brick here in Silwan

and they tear it down.

Not only the municipality,

the Parks and Nature Authority.

This is the most volatile place

in the entire world.

and they want to start the war from here.
Who are you?
-Who are you?

I’m a resident. 

I have the right of priority.
You don’t say.

00:43:19:12
I worked for the Antiquities Authority

for about 18 and a half years,

I was a superintendent,

I was the regional archeologist,

and for all those years,

in this area,

in the City of David,

the policy was not to build.

They sent me regularly

to stop Palestinians from building

because it's an important 
archeological site

and when the settlers came along

that whole policy vanished.

It totally changed,
They dig, build, develop.

One day I came here

and saw all the cracks

that were made

in the kindergarten and the mosque

as a result of the excavations

that take place here.

You can see,

all this was excavated

just a few meters from the walls 

of the mosque.

You can see the effect of excavation on the structure.

You can see the crack

all along here,

you can see one here too.

There are other cracks here too.

These cracks were caused by the excavation

I feel bad when I come and see this

and I know I was a party to it.

I'm a party to it

as the archeologist in charge,

as part of the Antiquities Authority

and the state.

and I said enough.

I started conducting tours here

along with other archeologist friends
who tell the story 

as we think it should be told

and that caused tension

between me and the Authority

and 8 or 10 months later it got so bad

that I had to quit my job.

00:45:28:18

Hello.

-Hi. -Hi.

I'm Gideon.

-Nice to meet you. Come in.

Is this the house?

-This is our house.

We got a letter and we didn't know what

it said, they told us to sign it, we signed it,

we didn't know what the letter said,

none of the family can read Hebrew.

After a while my brother and I started to 

ask questions and we went to our lawyer

and he told us:

"It's an eviction notice." -Wow.

"You have one month

to leave the house

"and you also have to pay

a two million shekel fine."

That you have to pay.

-To them.

Who's "them"?

-ELAD, who sued us.

We don't plan to leave.

We'll fight to the finish.

It's my house, it's my grandfather's house,

why should I leave?

The archeologist who dug there,

Eilat Mazar,

I heard her lecture about

her excavations there,

that she found

King David's palace

and she said that the palace continues

in this direction. -Yes.

Toward this house.

I remember I told her:

"But there are houses there."

She didn't answer me.

Jerusalem is full of ancient ruins,

so are they going to dig up

all of Jerusalem?

People live here.

We'll never leave.

And we won’t yield to anyone.
00:47:20:08
I'll never sell this sight.
When I look at my mosque

it puts my mind at ease.

I feel good inside.

This sight says a lot

about my religion,

about everything.

They could offer me a whole village

and I wouldn't give up this house.

It's all mine, I grew up here.

I'd never sell my own life.

My life is here.
And they also say the mosque is...
-The Temple. 

–Yes.

They say the mosque is the Temple.
-Underneath. 

–Yes. So they say.
With all my empathy for Sumrin,

I didn't like seeing him

turn the Temple into just another

unproven story, and he's not the only one.

Many Muslims have recently started to claim

that Solomon's Temple never existed.

But in this case there's no way

to look for relics and evidence.

Excavations at this sensitive location

are liable to anger millions of Muslims the world over.

00:48:37:22
The Ophel archeological site at the edge of the Temple Mount, Jerusalem

The person who did manage
to excavate nearby is Eilat Mazar.

She didn’t let the criticism

regarding the discovery 
of the palace of David affect her.

she returned to the site

she excavated with her grandfather

and uncovered the impressive

ruins of a wall and fortifications.

The Bible tells us about Solomon

building the wall of Jerusalem.

In this place!

At the Ophel and on the Temple Mount.

Once we’re talking about Solomon

we expect ceramics from the 10th century.

So we say, these are ceramics

that could be from the 10th century

This is from the 10th century.

Nice.

What are you doing with ceramics 

from the 10th century?

Pardon?

-10th-century pottery.

So we say, these are ceramics 

that could be from the 10th century

and we find them.
So why say, okay, that’s the story,

but we don’t care, we’re ignoring that?

There’s no reason to ignore it.

It’s a fact.

It’s depicts a reality.

00:49:40:19

Despite what Eilat says

I don't buy every discovery so quickly.

In order to get things straight

I decided to attend the annual

archeological conference in the City of David.

Hundreds come here from all over Israel

for a peek at the latest findings.

It isn't hung inside?

-The Menorah is engraved here.

Is anything hanging inside?

-It isn't hanging. It's tiny.

It bounces inside.

-Yes.

2,000 years old?

Wow, praise the Lord.

The conference is an abomination,

another device of the occupation!

The conference is an abomination,

another device of the occupation!

join us!

Scumbags!

The conference is an abomination,

another device of the occupation!

Why did you tear it?

Just keep stealing land 

from the Palestinians...

You are thieves.

We're the Palestinians,

you're something else.

I live here today and I don't care

whether King David lived here.

While people outside argued politics,

I ran inside to hear other arguments.

Here, everyone is looking forward

to tonight's duel between the two archrivals,

Garfinkel vs. Finkelstein.

When I got here I was asked

if I'm afraid to enter the lion's den.

My answer was that I feel

very comfortable here.

I feel comfortable because I'm in Jerusalem,

at a fascinating archeological site,

and there's a tendency to think

that people who are more critical

are on the other side

of the "political" spectrum

and those who are more conservative are

on the other side, and I think the correlation

is very loose.
And the things I want to tell you

are scientific.

We often see archeologists

approaching Biblical material

uncritically, they don't take the date

of authorship or the authors' ideology

into consideration,

and you can't approach this material

as a topographic guide

where if it says that David went up or down

you go to a slope and say:

Here's a slope, so David went down.

I think that approach

is disrespectful of the Bible.

Good evening. We don't have much time

so I'll get right to the point.

Israel Finkelstein came up with

the chronologic paradigm

in which the process of urbanization

and the founding of a state in ancient Israel

only began in the 9th century B.C,
not the 10th century B.C,
so David existed but he was just a Bedouin

sheikh who lived in a tent in a little village

called Jerusalem. The excavation of Khirbet

Queiyafa

shows that there's a fortified city

in Judea in the early 10th century BCE.

We also have evidence of writing,

so the theory that the whole Biblical tradition

was invented at the end of the Judean Kingdom

is a theory that people made up

they attribute to the Biblical author

what they themselves do,

they invent legends

and publish them in scientific journals

but that is very dubious.

Thank you.

Thank you, Prof. Finkelstein.

Uh, Prof. Garfinkel.

Sorry.

I don't have my glasses on.

Yossi, I apologize.

I'll sue you.

Yossi, I apologize, but now we have

something to talk about so it's okay.

The funny thing is, he was offended.

I'm the one who should be offended.

I couldn't care less.

What do you say about

Khirbet Queiyafa?

Some of what he said is true

and some I don't accept.

That's research for you.

What about the ornaments

in the places of worship?

That's utter nonsense.

That was an unfair thing to say.

-Sure it's fair. It's nonsense.

We're talking about the same period.

-That's sheer stupidity.

That's no argument.

That's no argument.

I had hoped to bring together 

the professors for a discussion,
but I quickly realized

that there’s no way.

And still I reached an understanding

as a result of this event -
If up until now I thought

that the new finding 
is just around the corner

that will put the debate to rest

and explain what happened here 
3,000 years ago,

now I realize that it won’t happen.

There’s no one answer.

The picture is comprised

of so many details

and everyone chooses to see it

in their own way.

All the photographers,

stand behind the cordon, please.

00:54:39:03

Dedication ceremony for the Ophel walls

Wait a minute...

One, two, three.

For a better Israel, for a better culture,

and for a good future for all of us.

The cry comes up from Silwan!

The cry comes up from Silwan!
The cry comes up from Silwan!

The cry comes up from Silwan!

The Sumrin family won't leave!

The Sumrin family won't leave!

The Sumrin family won't leave!

The Sumrin family won't leave!

Allah is great!
Silwan is Arab!
Silwan is Arab!

Silwan is Arab!
Silwan is Arab!
Everyone gather before God!

People of Silwan,

today, the Sumrin home,

tomorrow, Abu Jihad's home,

and next, Hijo's home

The future of the Jewish people,

the future of Israel

and Jerusalem,

lies in our history.

We will defend our houses,

our holy sites and our mosques.

Every piece of archeology

that we can expose

showing the world that indeed

the Bible is real,

and it happened here

on the hills of the city of Jerusalem...

00:57:08:13

The Sumrin family’s eviction order

Was temporarily postponed
And is now being debated in court

Dad, what's with the movie about David?

Did you find out the story? Did you finish the movie?

Actually, I didn't really find out.

After all that, I didn't find out

what happened in David's time

and I still don't have any answers

for my kids.

Dad, tell me a story about David.

Remember the story of how David

hid from Saul in a cave? -Yeah.

Well, one day Saul came to David's cave

with almost all his soldiers

and he wanted to go in

and capture David.

But I did learn something. These stories

are so powerful that they don't need proof.

They've been with us for millennia,

they're part of what we are,

and without them 

we might not even be here.

The fact is, whether or not

David had a kingdom,

even if he never existed at all,

God did exactly what he promised him.

00:58:09:21

"And now tell My servant David: Thus says the Lord

of Hosts... And you will make yourself a great name

like that of the great heroes of the earth..."

Samuel II 7:8
